
International Journal of Library and Information Studies 
Vol.9(4) Oct-Dec, 2019    ISSN: 2231-4911 

  http://www.ijlis.org                                                                                                                     93 | P a g e  
 

Collection Development Policies in B Ed College Libraries Affiliated to 
Kuvempu University – A Study 

 
Sandesh Kumar G.K 

Research Scholar 
Dept. of Library and Information Science 

Jnana Sahyadri, Kuvempu University 
Shankaraghatta, Shimoga 

Karnataka, India. 
 

Dr. Dharani Kumar P 
Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Library and Information Science 
Jnana Sahyadri, Kuvempu University 

Shankaraghatta, Shimoga 
Karnataka, India. 

 
Abstract - This study discusses the importance of collection development in 
libraries. Various factors have to be taken into consideration while developing 
a qualitative collection for the benefit of the users. These factors include 
policies, principles, techniques and procedures, problems associated with 
collection development. It is equally important to evaluate the collections to 
assess its use and moreover the usefulness of collection development in 
electronic environment. Academic libraries which are considered to be nerve 
centers of academic and research activities must help achieve the academic 
goals of their parent institutions and this is possible only through developing 
adequate library collection. Collection development is one of the important 
and challenging library management activities. Collection development is a 
process of selecting, ordering and payment of information materials for the 
use of the users in the library. Authors conclude that, library professionals 
need to take utmost care in developing a balanced collection, which enhances 
the quality of the library. The study is attempted on the basis of experience. 
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Introduction 
 
The heart of the library lies in its collection, and collections have to be built continuously. 
Budgetary constraints perforce stress the need for better defined collection development 
policy, although the ultimate goal should be an improvement of library service rather than 
any reduction of library cost. The written collection development policy facilitates a 
consistent and balanced growth of library resources, and a dynamic policy is one that evolves 
as the institution grows. Such as policy is based on the understanding of the needs of the 
community it serves and seeks to define and limit the goals and objectives of the institution. 
The collection development statement is not a substitute for books selection as budgetary 
uncertainties continue; ever greater emphasis must be laid on collection management. 
Intuition and educated feeling no longer suffice as modes of operation. More varied and 
sophisticated management tools are needed in order to anticipate and deal with library needs. 
This article surveys recent trends in collection development policies in the academic library. 
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Special attention is given to how lack of a written policy has long lasting effects on library 
operation. 
 
Review of relevant literature  
 
A large number of studies have been undertaken on many aspects related to collection 
assessment in university libraries the world over. These include collection assessment, 
collection evaluation, collection development practices, policies, funding, challenges, end 
users need, and expectations from the library. However, there is not much literature regarding 
collection assessment in university libraries in the developing countries. 
 
Horava (2009) explained some of major issue concerning collection development in 
academic libraries in digital environment. The present study concluded with ideas for 
incorporating shift from manual collection to sustainable and forward looking approach to 
collection management. In case of Digital collection development Jalal (2009) conducted a 
case study done on Osmania University, Hyderabad. The study highlighted the present status 
of digitalization in the libraries of Osmania University as well as digital collection 
development in order to reflect the current trends of collection. The study concluded that 
Osmania University Central Library is really has taken an interest to develop the digital 
collection through Digital Library of India Project and giving access to e-resources to its 
users. Therefore, the users of the university are habituated to use more and more digital 
documents including e-resources. Similarly Shrivastava (2009) in his article emphasized on 
need of building of collection development in electronic environment due to large availability 
of e-resources. The present study also emphasized Intellectual property right issue and 
challenges regarding building of collection development.  
 
Jones (2007) emphasized the importance of digital collection development for users. In the 
present article author categorizes digital collections into four areas: materials to support 
students; learning and teaching materials to support researchers and  special collections. 
Whereas Ameen, Kanwal (2006) in his article discussed all kinds of managerial and practical 
issues pertaining to collection development and its acquisitions. The paper has attempted to 
explore the relationship between the use of varying collection-related terminologies and ever-
emerging forms of scholarly publishing in libraries. It was found that the related emerging 
terminology has been expanding rapidly because of the direct impact of the e-resources 
developments.  
 
Gandhi (2001) explored the library resources of the six universities in Karnataka for over a 
decade and found that cost of books and journals were increasing in tremendous ways. He 
observed that collection development in university libraries is the most important activity and 
that problems faced by the librarians are inadequate budget, escalation of prices of 
information resources, and lack of involvement of the academic community. 
 
Manda and Panda (2005) described different dimensions of collection development through 
the survey on 17 engineering college libraries in West Bengal. They collected and analyzed 
the data received from these Engineering College Libraries and enumerated their activities of 
resource sharing. At last they concluded that users are completely satisfied with the e-
resources acquired through consortium or networking by these libraries. Barbara Susana 
Sanchez (2005) presented a survey study based on collection development policies in digital 
environment and he mainly focused on user-oriented concept in development of digital 
collections in 16 centers of higher and technical education in Cuba. The results indicated that 
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directors of university libraries and managers of collection development are aware of the 
process of collection development and they have accepted the development of the digital 
collections as an important source of digital Libraries. Wittenbach, Stefanie (2005) 
described the restructuring of collection development at the University of California 
Riverside University Libraries. In this article, author has presented a new system that has 
created more accountability for the resource budget. The findings of result showed that users 
are more aware about resources purchased in their own area. 
 
Herzog (2004) argued that libraries do not have a proper collection development policy 
despite a budget sufficient for acquiring resources. In their study, Borin and Yi (2011) 
examined the multi-dimensional model of collection evaluation and suggested a few 
techniques for assessing and evaluating library collections. Tabacaru & Pickett (2013) 
investigated the collection development policy of Texas A&M University (TAMU) Libraries 
and suggested that the libraries should spend their budget in e-resources, digital preservation 
of resources, and repositories. 
 
Methodology 
 
This study is a survey of B.Ed college libraries Affiliated to Kuvempu University, Karnataka, 
India. The survey sought to determine the nature of the collection, procedures and policies 
followed to develop collections, nature and composition of e-resources, budget allocations for 
them, their selection, access, evaluation and withdrawal procedures and policies and the type 
of collaborative activities they are involved. 
 
Objectives of the study 
 
 Objectives of the Study: The following objectives have been pursued for the purpose of the 
study on collection development in selected B.Ed colleges libraries affiliated to Kuvempu 
University, Shivamogga, Karnataka. 
 

1. To know the information regarding the collections in selected B.Ed college’s libraries 
affiliated to Kuvempu University, Shivamogga, Karnataka and also to examine the 
budget for library resources. 

2. To examine and study the collection development policy of B.Ed college’s libraries 
affiliated to Kuvempu University, Shivamogga, Karnataka. 

3. To critically study the selection criteria, acquisition process of the documents.  
4. To reveal the present status of print, non-print, and e-resources in the libraries under 

study.  
5. To find out details regarding the nature of allocation of funds for print and e-resources 

and the impact of economic factors on fund allocation. 
6. To survey the perceptions of library professionals on various aspects of collection 

development activities. 
 
Institutional profile.  
 
The survey covers 12 B.Ed Colleges which are affiliated to Kuvempu University and data 
was collected from the Librarians of respective libraries.  
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Data analysis and interpretation 
 
Acquisition Methods 
 
For acquiring print collection, various methods were adopted by the libraries surveyed. The 
following table reveals details regarding this aspect  

 
Table-1: Financial source of acquisition  

S No Methods followed No. of libraries (%) 
1 University Grant Commission 2(16.67) 
2 State Government 0(0.00) 
3 Management Grant 8(66.67) 
4 Donation/ Endowment 1(8.33) 
5 Library fees 8(66.67) 
5 Overdue Charges 4(33.33) 

 
Among various financial sources of acquiring library collections, collection development 
through Management grant and Library fees stood in the first place with all the libraries 
(66.67%) opted for it. The second highest percent (33.33%) are acquiring the documents 
through Overdue Charges. Collections were also added (16.67%) to libraries through 
University Grant Commission and Donation/Endowment (8.33%). 
 
Participant in selection rocess.  
 
It is customary to select the resources that are relevant by the librarian and others as per the 
policy of the library. The data in the following table identifies the persons or bodies involved 
in selection process besides the librarian. 
 

Table: 2. Participants in selection process (more than one answer) 
S No Methods followed No. of libraries (%) 

1 Library Committee 4(33.33) 
2 Librarian 2(16.67) 
3 Teachers 7(58.33) 
4 Users 4(33.33) 
5 Books on Approval 2(16.67) 

 
The analysis of data shows that the teachers in each library play the key role in choosing the 
relevant titles (58.33%). Equally 33.77% of library advisory committee and users are 
participating in selection process of the libraries. Librarian exercises his/her decision on 
selection process along with others. Also, 16.67% librarians are involved in selection of 
documents in surveyed libraries. 
 
Opinion on the need to have separate budget allocation for different types of documents  
 
Budget need to be allocated for procurement of library resources, it allocated for collection 
development may be a lump sum amount or it may be item wise budget. The present survey 
also attempted to know the opinion of the librarians on the type of budget suits best for their 
library for developing collections.  
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Table: 3.Need to have separate budget allocation for different types of documents 
Sl No Response No. of Libraries (%) 

1 Yes 12 (100) 
2 No 0(0.00) 

Total 12 (100) 
 
All the librarians unanimously felt that there is a need to have separate budget allocation for 
every year to make it more suitable to current requirements. 
 
Library webpage or website to support collection development  
 
In order to support collection development related activities, libraries may maintain separate 
library home pages or websites. The present study have also collected detailed regarding this 
aspect  
 

Table: 4. Maintenance of separate library webpage/website to support collection 
development 

S No Response No. of Libraries (%) 
1 Yes 3(25) 
2 No 9 (75) 

Total 12(100) 
 
It is observed that only three libraries (25%) are able to maintain a separate library webpage 
for collection development purpose. They have also indicated their URL for verification 
purpose. 
 
Total collection of the library during last five years 
 
The data on collection development in the last five years was collected and it is progressive. 
The data on Books, Reference sources and periodicals are presented in below table 

 
Table: 5. Total Collection of the library during last five years 

S No No of Books No. of Libraries (%) No of reference source No. of Libraries (%) 
1 <1000 3(25) 1-10 1(8) 
2 1001-2000 4(33) 11-20 7(58) 
3 2001-3000 3(25) 21-30 2(17) 
4 Above 3000 2(17) Above -30 2(7) 

 
The Books and Reference books are the main sources for teaching and learning and for 
reference in any academic library and more so in a College of Education, as there is always 
emphasis on inculcating reading habits among students, motivated by teachers. As mentioned 
to know the progress collection development, the data for five years is collected and the final 
collection is given in the Table 5. The final collection was grouped in ranges and the number 
of colleges falling in the range was counted and given here. 
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Barriers in collection development of library resources. 
 
The process of selection and acquisition of library materials is not a simple activity. Number 
of factors may be creating hurdles for smooth development of collections in libraries. The 
barriers that are noticed by the libraries are explored and presented in the following table. 

 
Table: 6. Barriers in Collection Development of Library Resources. 

S No Barriers No. of libraries (%) 
1 Lack of Fund 5(41.66) 
2  Lack of Support from College Management 4(33.33) 
3  Lack of Infrastructure 0(00) 
4  Lack of Skilled Staff 2(16.67) 
5  Library staff’s resistance to adopt change 1(8.33) 
6 Cost of information resources 2(16.66) 

 
Lack of funds for acquiring new items was stated as the main obstacle by highest percent of 
the librarians (41.66%). About 33.33% percent felt that Lack of support from college 
management Lack of skilled staff and library cost of information resources will stood in third 
position (16.67%). Lastly library staff’s resistance to adopt change stands by 8.33%. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Based on the findings of the study, collection development policies can enhance user’s 
satisfaction, through adequate knowledge of collection development policy, and availability 
of information resources. It was concluded that there is a significant difference in the 
response of librarians in B.Ed colleges affiliated to Kuvempu University, Shivamogga, 
Karnataka. 
 
Suggestion 
 

1. University Grant Commission and library management should show interest in 
developing the library collection to serve the users of the B.Ed libraries. 

2. Library Committee should show more involvement in collection development as 
survey shows library committee is inactive in collection development. 

3. Librarians of all the B.Ed Colleges surveyed are willing to have separate library 
budget. College management should support and allocate the separate library budget 
for improving collection development. 

4. It has been found that neither books nor reference sources are adequate to serve the 
users of library, hence need to concentrate on collection development. 

5. It has been observed that most of the libraries facing lack of fund is the major barrier 
for collection development. 
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