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ABSTRACT 
 

This paper explains availability of Digital resources or E-resources are resources in 
which information is stored electronically and it can be accessible through electronic 
systems and network environment. E-resources are a very broad term that includes a 
variety of different file formats. Instant access is quite possible with E-resources 
within a fraction of second. Acquiring knowledge from E-Books, E-Journals, Online 
resources, CDROM, Internet with related Databases are the impact of E-Resources. 
The purpose of this paper is to identify the availability of E-resources facility and 
accessing mode for academic libraries. 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The twentieth century was shaped by perfect changes in communication technologies. The 
emergence and act mutually regard to of computer aided learning is the century’s virtually 
significant arts and science affecting truthful communication. The research of machinery to 
whisper processing has brought part of products and services to the scenes. Consequently, the 
guessing community has undergone full changes everywhere these ages, assuming polished 
dimensions seduced by technology-driven applications. Libraries have witnessed a great 
break with the past in crisp ages both in their lock stock and barrel development and in their 
business structures. Thus Libraries are by technology to get back in shape the authority of 
truthful taste to maintain and speed attain to trustworthy flea in ear not held locally. Over the 
take out an existence several years a significant metamorphosis has been looked at in total 
development policies and practices. Print mind reader is inch by inch giving process to the 
mechanical consist of materials (Sharma, 2009). Ani (2008) states that “the transition from 
reproduce to electronic medium individually from bring about a accomplishment of 
electronic information, has provided users with new tools and applications for information 
seeking and retrieval. Electronic basic material are worth its weight in gold research tools that 
compact the print-based basic material in a traditional studio setting. 
 
Electronic basic material are the electric cross section of information. There are at hand in 
distinct forms savor e-books, digital libraries, online pad magazine, e-learning tutors and on 
barrier test. Because of the capable presentation mutually multimedia tools, these e-resources 
have adopt the candy man of information. Electronic staple delivers the lock stock and barrel 
of whisper as sweeping text databases, e-journals, brain wave collections, multimedia in the 
constitute of CD, Scotch tape [tm], net, World Wide Web technology etc. E-resources take 
care of include e-journals, e-discussions, e-news, disclosure archives, chat message on border 
frontier chatting, etc boot be called as an e-resources. Electronic taste source are a wide chain 
of products mended from electronic periodicals to CD-ROMs, from mailing copy to 
databases, generally told of them having a common achievement of over used and some 
presage modified by a computer. 
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DIGITAL RESOURCES 
 
The types and forms of the resources of libraries have been transforming continuously. 
Developments of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) and Web technology 
have made a significant impact on electronic publishing. Because of fast development of ICT 
and its use in various fields, the facilities are extended enormously in storage, so also in 
access of information; implementation of network technology has made the process more 
intensive. Due to this change, collection of the Library and Information Centres (LICs) are 
now of diverse in nature consisting of both printed and non-printed resources.  
 
Rusbridge (1998) divided the resources of a modern library into four types – legacy, 
transition, new and future. According to him, legacy resources are largely non-digital 
resources, including manuscripts, prints, slides, maps, audio and video recordings. Majority 
of existing legacy resources will remain outside the electronic domain for many years to 
come, despite the huge investment made in digitization process to convert these resources 
into digital form. Transition resources are those legacy resources which are being or have 
been digitized for increased access and to reduce reliance on physical libraries. New resources 
are either expressly created as digital or created in parallel with print form. He goes on 
describing the future resources as an entity of packaging the data resources and the access or 
processing method with machine independent code. 
 
PURPOSE OF DIGITAL RESOURCES 
 
(a) Main purpose of electronic resources is providing current information. (b) Up-to-date 
information is necessary for research work. (c) Through electronic resources users are able to 
access latest information. (d) Save the time of user and staff (e) Solve the space problem in 
library (f) Easy to use and disseminate 
 
ADVANTAGES 
 
Digital resources have many advantages over the printed form both for the users and the LIS 
(Library & Information Science) professionals. Selvi & Mohan (2001) in “Creation and 
management of digital resources and services at REC, Trichy library” described the 
advantages of digital resources. Again, Librarian Focus Group (2001) in “The Library, 
Electronic Resources and Scholarly Communication” discussed the benefits of using e-
resources both for the users and the libraries. We can have the following advantages of digital 
resources – 
 

 Digital resources have the facilities like instant, multiple and remote access, quick 
downloading, effective searching, easy retrieval, and sharing by networks; 

 Digital resources are available to anyone anywhere in the world at minimal cost and it 
does not get exhausted with unlimited use; 

 Digital resources of large volumes can be stored in less space compared to printed 
resources; 

 Remote access and transfer of digital resources is possible with speed and accuracy; 
 Digital resources reference can be used by reference librarians to look for information 

for users quickly; and thus the quality of information service can be improved and 
maintained. 
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NEED OF DIGITAL RESOURCES 
     
Electronic resources have great potential and bright future to attract users. It combines all the 
benefits of the multimedia, digital coding and Internet. It enable user to carry everywhere and 
can be read on all types of computers including handled device.  
 

 E- resources  do not require bindery and repair 
 E- Resources have back ground music and animations. 
 E- resources provide facility to hold and turn pages easily 
 E- resources save human resources for shelving and rectification 
 E-Resources can be downloaded instantly. 
 Font size can be changed suitably; 
 Physically disabled users can hear audible E- resources 
 Portability -  e-resources can be taken any where on portable computer. 
 Some E- resources are interactive 
 User can not misplace e- books 
 Users can read an e- resource  any time  

 
 
STRUCTURE OF E-RESOURCES 
 

(a) HTML Format (b) PDF Format (c) TIFF (d) Plucker Format (e) CHM Format 
(f) PostScript Format  (g) Desktop Author Format (h) Rich Text Format etc. 

 
TYPES OF DIGITAL RESOURCES 
 
Digital resources have slowly and steadily entered into the collection of library and 
information centre around the world. The users also prefer to use the digital resources due to 
the advantages like searching, browsing, multiple accesses, no time restriction etc. That is 
why publishers also prefer to publish their publication in digital format first. Even some 
digital resources do not have printed counterpart also, which are popularly known as born 
digital form of digital resources. Digital resources can be classified based on three 
parameters: creation process, granted access to users and content of the resources. These 
three types are discussed below. 
 
Based on Creation Process: The creator of the digital resources may be a publisher or 
institution or individual. Based on the process of creation of these resources, digital resources 
can be divided into the following three categories. 
 
Born-digital: Digital media publications like commercial publications of music CDs, movies 
on DVD, and video games etc. are other forms of born-digital resources. 
 
Hybrid: The hybrid resources are recognized as hybrid when they are available in both 
digital and printed forms either partly or fully. Different publishers have started producing 
their publication in both printed and digital and LICs may opt to collect either one or both 
versions. It is observed that LICs are also becoming hybrid one in a phased manner as they 
are procuring both versions when they are available. 
 
Converted: The third kind of the digital resources is those resources which are primarily in 
printed form and converted into digital form. They may be simply digitized images or images 
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that are converted to full-text indexing resources by the application of OCR technology. The 
collection of an LIC may have in-house journals, annual reports, technical reports, or other 
datasets, that may have enormous importance for study and research. But accessibility of the 
resources will make obstacle due to limited access facility of these printed resources. 
Digitization is the solution to this problem, as it can facilitate multiple accesses to these 
resources. 
 
Digital Resources Based on Granted Access: Digital resources can be classified according 
to the accessibility given to the users. It may be free or priced one from publisher or 
aggregators or from other sources. There are two types of digital resources based on access 
given to the users. 
 
Open-Access resources: “Open-Access (OA): resources are those that can be accessed by 
anyone at any time without restraint. Anyone can read, download, copy, print, distribute and 
use them for any lawful purpose, without financial, legal or technical barriers”. 
 
Subscription-based digital resources: The digital resources for which LICs have to pay the 
publishers or aggregators or other commercial vendors to have their access are subscribed 
digital resources. Most of the digital resources are available from commercial sources. These 
sources are publishers, scholarly societies, electronic journal sites etc. 
 
Digital Resources Based on Content: We get various categories of digital resources when 
the thought content of the digital resources are classified. These can be divided into three 
major categories: text based, nontext based, and Meta resources. e-databases, e- conference 
proceedings, e- journal, e-newspaper, e-book, E-Thesis & Dissertations, e-encyclopedia, e-
zine, e-reports, e-dictionary, e-directory, e-newsletter etc. can be included in text based 
digital resources. 
 
PROMOTERS OF DIGITAL RESOURCES 
 
Open consortia:  An LIC can join and leave in an open consortia at any moment according 
to their choice. Here, the publishers who are providing the resources decide the minimum 
number of libraries to run the consortia and the price rate per product. A small group of 
homogeneous libraries of a specific discipline can form open consortia. AICTE-INDEST run 
by Ministry of Human Resources Development, Government of India is an open consortium.  
 
Closed consortia: An exclusively defined group of libraries can form a closed consortium. 
The coalition, affiliation and collaboration among the members lead to the establishment of 
closed consortia. No member can join or leave the group according to their wish. IIM 
consortium is an example of closed consortia. 
 
Centrally funded consortia: A central funding agency runs the consortia among a large 
group of libraries and directly deals with the publishers and the aggregators. For example, 
UGC runs the UGC-INFONET Digital library consortium among the university libraries in 
India which is maintained by INFLIBNET. 
 
Shared budget consortia: The member libraries of the consortia run and handle the financial 
matters required to run it. IIM consortia and FORSA are examples of this type of consortia. 
 
National consortium: A large number of libraries within a country can be provided 
resources under this consortium if the national level licensing of the resources can be 
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obtained. UGC-INFONET Digital library consortium and AICTE-INDEST are the examples 
of national consortium working successfully in India. 
 
PUBLISHER INITIATIVE 
 
EIFL Direct (Electronic Information for Libraries Direct) consortium is a joint project of the 
Open Society Institute (OSI) and EBSCO Publishing, one of the world’s largest suppliers of 
journals via electronic and printed media. It provides access to over 3300 full text 
international journals and 5000 periodicals' abstracts and indexes and covering Humanities, 
Culture, Education, Medicine, general Science etc. The network of EIFL direct has members 
of more than 45 developing and transition countries in Africa, Asia and Europe and in over 
10 countries in Africa, Europe and Latin America. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Available Digital Resources Digital resources are available in different formats. These may 
be open access, subscription based, born- digital, digitized, etc. Based on the content and 
composition we have e-book, e-journal, ETD, e-database and various other forms. In the 
survey conducted, query was made on the availability of different types of digital resources in 
the university libraries in India.  Now a day’s internet has emerged as most powerful medium 
for storage and retrieval of information. In order to retrieve relevant information, users have 
to make use of different electronic and web resources. The rapid developments in information 
communication technology have facilitated the convergence of new electronic devices and 
formats. Information has been embedded in a variety of ways and forms in various kinds of 
electronic resources. So the library can take initiatives to organize orientation programmes 
and user awareness programme in this area 
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